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After graduating from Ankara Atatiirk High School
in 1988, he went to the Netherlands within the frame-
work of family reunification. He completed his un-
dergraduate studies in Social Work at the Rotterdam
Social Academy and then in cultural anthropology at
the Free University of Amsterdam. After the education
period, Canatan worked as a researcher and consul-
tant in various research institutions for a while.

Between 1986-2001, he completed his doctorate in
Rotterdam Erasmus University, Department of So-
ciology. In parallel with and after the doctorate, he
worked at Utrecht State University and some research
institutions. In 2005, he decided to return to Turkey
for sure and started to work as a faculty member in
the Department of Sociology at Balikesir University.
In 2013, he transferred to Istanbul Yildiz Technical
University, Department of Sociology and retired from
there. He is currently working at Istanbul Sabahattin
Zaim University, Department of Social Work.

Canatan, who has various published copyright
works, translation books and articles, has many studies
in the field of sociology, especially on issues such as mi-
norities, multiculturalism, integration and migration.
Some examples of his recent studies are: “Family So-
ciology” (ed.), “Sociology of the Body” (ed.), “Muqad-
dimah: Classical Social Sciences Dictionary”, “Multicul-
turalism, Integration and Islam in Europe”, “From the
Perspective of Ibn Khaldun” Sociology of Knowledge”,
“National Minorities in Europe: The Dutch-Friesland
Case”, “Islamic Political Thought and the Tradition of
Politics”, “Sociology of Expression”, “Sociology of Mi-
gration”, “Future of Modern Society” etc.
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