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Global Powers, Democracy, and Coups”
Prof. Sami A. Al-Arian®

Introduction

In geopolitics, great powers play a significant role in shaping the global
order. For example, Great Britain played a major role in shaping the world
in the 19" and early 20™ centuries. Similarly, the United States played a
primary role in shaping the post-World War 1l international system. In
such structures, great powers go to great lengths to align their grand
strategy with their vision of a global order and the role they play within
it.

Since its emergence as the primary great power in the international system
in the aftermath of WWII, the United States’ grand strategy has been to
maintain its leading status globally, and to thwart any attempt by any
other great power to challenge it, or for any emerging power to attempt
to become a regional hegemon, which could potentially challenge U.S.
power and influence in other vital regions. Accordingly, great powers are
ruthless in trying to maintain their domination or hegemony over other
smaller or middle power nations. Moreover, they are willing to use any
means available including the use of invasions, waging wars, occupying
other countries, sponsoring coups, imposing sanctions, or fomenting
insurrections. Such tactics are used in order to impede or hinder their
competitors, adversaries, or challengers, if and when they are perceived
to stand in the way of their grand strategy, or jeopardize what great
powers define as their vital interests.

* This paper was originally presented in the Fifth International July 15th Symposium
organized by Marmara University on July 13, 2021 and published in Turkish by
Uskiidar Municipality.

Director of the Center for Islam and Global Affairs (CIGA), Istanbul Zaim University,
Turkey.



Undermining Democracy and Sovereignty

When Egyptian leader Gamal Abdel Nasser nationalized the Suez Canal
in the summer of 1956, Britain, in alliance with France and Israel, invaded
Egypt several months later in order to reverse that decision. Even though
nationalization of the Canal was an issue of national sovereignty, the fact
that Egypt defied great powers in this regard was punished by a tripartite
invasion and crippling sanctions without any regard to international law
or norms.

Similarly, Mohammad Mosaddegh, the former prime minister of Iran,
was overthrown in 1953 by a CIA sponsored coup d'état because he
nationalized the Anglo-Iranian oil company that controlled not only
Iran’s oil production and price, but also its oil reserves. Mosaddegh, who
was widely popular and democratically elected, was viciously deposed by
a foreign power that planned and financed a military coup, and installed
in his place a corrupt and brutal regime, without any regard to its
professed ideals of liberal democracy that it purports to have been
championing and promoting.

More recently when the Islamic Salvation Front (FIS) in Algeria
overwhelmingly won the first stage of the parliamentary elections in
December 1991, the Army cancelled the subsequent elections and began
a decade long purge of Islamist social movements and political leaders
without much protest or objection from Western powers including the
U.S., which had just emerged as the sole great power after the collapse
and disintegration of the Soviet Union during the same period. In fact,
France overtly aided and abetted this coup against democracy with tacit
support from other Western governments.

Furthermore, in January 2006, at the insistence of the U.S. administration,
legislative elections were held in the Palestinian territories in the hope
that the side that signed the Oslo accords would win and then force a
political settlement that favored Israel’s conditions. But the elections



unexpectedly resulted in the Islamist Hamas movement winning 74 out
of 132 seats. Soon after, it became patently clear that the victory was
hollow, as the U.S. led the world in undermining the popular will of the
Palestinian electorate by boycotting, isolating, and discrediting the
Hamas-led government until it collapsed within months.

After the 2011 Arab Spring uprisings, Mohammad Morsi, the Muslim
Brotherhood candidate, won the Egyptian presidential elections held in
June 2012. Even though he became the president of one of the most
consequential states in the region, Western powers never really respected
or honored the choice of millions of Egyptians in the only free and fair
elections the nation has ever held. In his book Into the Hands of the
Soldiers, David Kilpatrick, the New York Times Bureau Chief at the time
recalled a meeting between former American Secretary of State John
Kerry and President Morsi in March 2013 in which Kerry said to his chief
of staff after the meeting, “He is the dumbest cluck I ever met. This isn’t
going to work. These guys are wacko.” The reporter then noted that, “Mr.
Kerry got along better in his one-on-one meeting with Gen. Abdel Fattah
el-Sisi,” who was the defense minister at the time. According to
Kirkpatrick, Sisi told Kerry, “I will not let my country go down the drain.”
He later stated that “Kerry knew then that ‘Morsi was cooked.” He
continues, “General Sisi was prepared to intervene. Mr. Kerry felt partly
relieved, he told me.” In the book, the reporter also recalls an interview
in early 2016 with Chuck Hagel, the former U.S. secretary of defense
during the Egyptian coup, in which he says “he told me that he had been
besieged by complaints about Mr. Morsi from Israel, Saudi Arabia and
the United Arab Emirates. Mr. Hagel said that Crown Prince Mohammed
bin Zayed al-Nahyan, the emirates’ de facto ruler and military chief, had
called the Muslim Brotherhood “the most dangerous element afoot in the
Middle East today.” Reading the details of Kirkpatrick’s account during
this crucial time, it offers yet another confirmation of western hypocrisy
as well as an indictment of its leaders, where foreign powers chose to
frustrate the hopes and aspirations of peoples and nations across the



Middle East by supporting dictators, authoritarian regimes, and military
coups in order to maintain their hegemony.

Likewise, on the night of the coup attempt of July 15, 2016 in Turkey,
Kerry who was in Russia at the time, called on everyone to stay calm and
peaceful as the coup had just been unfolding. Going by historical
precedents of previous coups in Turkey, many foreign observers
concluded that this one had already been successful. However, Kerry’s
comments were viewed in Turkey as tacit approval since instead of
condemning the overthrow of a legitimate and democratically elected
government, and denouncing the thwarting of the will of the Turkish
people by a military coup (as President Obama had to do few hours later
when it was clear that the coup had failed), Kerry’s initial call was to
maintain the status quo thinking the putschists had prevailed and the
government had been overthrown. Such statements and actions reflect the
attitude and policies of imperialist and colonialist minds. While when
convenient they use the rhetoric of democracy and human rights as tools,
the goal is always to advance their main geopolitical goal of hegemony
and control.

As this sordid history unfolds, it’s quite unfortunate, yet unsurprising, that
when Western governments are put to the test at critical times during
historic transformations and change in many societies, they time and
again fail the test. Often times when called upon to stand by their
patronizing rhetoric of unwavering support for democracy, self-
determination, rule of law, constitutional order, respect of the public will,
and human rights, they usually opt to stand against the principles they
advocate, even though they frequently use them as clubs to beat up those
forces that challenge their policies or try to maintain their sovereignty and
independence, whether in Cuba, Iran, Venezuela, Turkey, or elsewhere.

In short, hegemonic powers don’t really care about spreading democracy
or respect the will of the people. We have seen this much too frequently,
whether in Iran in 1953, in Turkey during its successive coups in 1960,
1971, or 1980, in 1992 in Algeria, in 2006 in the Palestinian territories,



or in 2013 in Egypt. Hence, the question of continuous western support
for coups and military takeovers that advance imperialist interests in
different parts of the world, particularly in the Muslim World, has been
settled for a long time. Western powers have demonstrated on numerous
occasions, that their strategic interests, as they perceive them, trump
values and principles. These interests are mainly the interests of
multinational corporations, unrestrained capitalism, and imperialists,
even when the lives of millions of people are at stake, and without any
regard to upholding international law, liberal ideals, or democratic
principles.

How imperialism and hegemonic powers work

Furthermore, it’s important to note that Western colonialist policies are
not recent phenomena. There are ample historical precedents that
demonstrate the imperialist nature of the West since at least the 17
century. Many imperialist powers assert their domination under the
pretext of democratizing the world. We saw this in a vivid way in the
aftermath of the Irag invasion in 2003, in Afghanistan for the past two
decades, and throughout the Arab and Muslim world, as well as in Africa
for the past century. Just recall the French colonization campaign in
Algeria or the Zionist colonization of Palestine. Colonizers hid their
colonialization expeditions under the mantra of “spreading Western
civilization.” They obscured their real purpose and quest for wealth,
control, and power by calling their campaigns: mandates, protectorates,
and commonwealth. They used massacres, destruction, and mayhem, not
just against peoples and societies, but also against cultures, traditions,
history, and memory. They applied all means, ways, and tools. Nothing
was beyond the limits: divide and conquer, bribe and pamper, kill and
Iynch, employing all tools of death especially if one dared to resist. They
had the guns and powder, the bombs and planes, the tanks and artillery.
Massacring, oppressing, starving, torturing, transferring, exiling,
enslaving, dehumanizing, raping, pillaging, looting, all in the name of the
“White man’s burden to liberate dark-skinned peoples.” William Polk



explained in his book Crusade and Jihad, how oftentimes, colonizers
came with the aura of the puritans and civilized people, moralizing and
evangelizing or spreading democracy and Western human values, but all
of this was with the gun in one hand and the bible in the other. The
justification for dehumanization and crushing of dignity and spirit was
ready by claiming that their victims “feel no pain”, that “the only
language they understand is force”, that “the black man’s brain is
different,” that the other races be it African, Arab, Indian, or Asian “are
inferior,” that they are “barbarians, fanatics, radicals, fundamentalists,
terrorists, backwards, extremists, ignorant, uncivilized.” That they don’t
respect “their women” or “law and order,” and that they “cannot be
trusted.” Any resistance or opposition to the colonization project must
then be crushed and annihilated, destroyed and obliterated.

As lands were raided and occupied, resources looted and plundered, labor
exploited and enslaved, societies were re-structured and cultures
destroyed in the name of Western civilization. A campaign of cultural
imperialism, as Edward Said called it and Ali Mazrui expounded upon it,
was in full swing. Languages, traditions, customs, religious beliefs, social
practices were attacked and belittled. Societies were re-organized and
divided along religious lines, and ethnic groups and castes.

To dominate and control they divided their subjects: Arab against Berber,
Turk against Arab, Kurd against Turk, Black African against Arab
African, Arab against Persian, Sunni against Shi’ite, Pashtun against
Tajik, Punjabi against Sindhi, Muslim against Hindu, Jew against
Muslim, Muslim against Christian, in a society where all these
communities largely lived peacefully and in harmony for centuries.
Furthermore, new legal structures were erected and imposed, and new
education systems were built and nurtured based on Western notions of
knowledge, history, science, philosophy, and law.

The goal of domination is to keep societies weak, divided, and under
control. Therefore, democratic and popular rule that yields vibrant
societies, independence, self-determination, and sovereignty, becomes a



serious threat to imperialism and hegemonic powers. The tactic of
imperialist powers then is to target social movements and political forces
that embody the popular will since their direct rule and colonization
failed. The historical record of imperialist powers thwarting popular and
democratic movements in Latin America, Asia, and Africa since the
1950s is very clear. In addition, imperialist powers support authoritarian
regimes ruled by military officers, despots, or royal families tied to
colonial interests. During the cold war and beyond, the U.S. supported
many military regimes across the globe in order to maintain their control
and hegemony.

Another important imperative of the U.S. grand strategy is to prevent any
rising power that tries to assert itself in its region. The strategy in this
regard is to use what John Mearsheimer in his book, The Tragedy of Great
Power Politics, calls “creating a balancing coalition.” In other words,
when the U.S. concludes that a particular great or even major power in a
certain region tries to expand its influence or assert its power, its strategy
is to create another regional actor or a coalition of actors to “balance” the
rising power in order to impede its rise. The justification for this policy
by American policymakers is that the U.S. must always prevent any great
power to become a regional hegemon, which may in the future challenge
the primacy of the U.S. in different regions including the Western
Hemisphere, where the U.S. is already a regional hegemon. This strategy
is long standing and has been a cornerstone of U.S. grand strategy since
at least the end of WWII, when the U.S. ascended to become the greatest
global power.

A good example of the application of this strategy is U.S. policy towards
Turkey since at least 2015. For over a decade, Turkey has attempted to
assert its power and expand its regional influence, a policy that was
detailed by former foreign minister Ahmet Davutoglu in his book
Strategic Depth. In addition, Turkey has greatly developed and expanded
its defense industry, and diversified its military purchase including an
advanced air defense system from Russia, which infuriated its NATO
allies. Turkey has also built regional alliances and established military
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bases across the region. Furthermore, many aspects of its foreign policy
have been at odds with U.S. strategic interests or its allies as they perceive
them, particularly in the Arab world, the East Mediterranean region,
Central Asia, and Africa.

But since the U.S. could not build a balancing coalition against Turkey as
most of its neighbors are either much weaker or at variance with U.S.
policies themselves, the U.S. exploited its position in northern Syria and
empowered the Syrian Kurdish militias who are the extension of the PKK
(Kurdistan Workers Party), Turkey’s declared nemesis. Not only has the
U.S. military allied itself with these militias by heavily arming them and
providing military training for tens of thousands under the guise of
fighting ISIS/Daesh, but it also gave them access to and possession of the
Syrian oil fields in the region in order to provide them with the economic
means to be viable. The goal of this U.S. policy was to force Turkey to
abandon or curb its regional ambitions since the threat of its territorial
integrity, by the PKK and its Syrian extension, is at stake, particularly in
the adjacent Kurdish region in southeastern Turkey. From the Turkish
perspective, this is a dangerous policy that affects not only regional
stability but more significantly its internal cohesion as well. When Donald
Trump announced his policy of withdrawal from northern Syria in
December 2018, the U.S. military was so dismayed by this strategic shift,
that the Secretary of Defense at the time, James Mattis, resigned in
protest. It also prompted the Republican leader in the Senate, Mitch
McConnell to write an editorial in the Washington Post, and break with
his Republican president arguing that U.S. strategic interests were
threatened by such a reversal in policy. It has also been clear that the
Biden administration is not only unhappy with many aspects of Turkey’s
foreign and defense policies, but has also been taking hostile positions on
many issues of significant interest to Turkey. Whether or not the U.S. had
a direct or indirect hand in the 2016 failed coup in Turkey is probably a
moot point. What is significant is that the U.S. has had a policy of trying
to pressure and contain Turkey for several years because it does not
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tolerate those who try to challenge it or expand their influence beyond its
control.

U.S. Goals in the Middle East

In his book The Arab Awakening Unveiled, Esam Al-Amin listed seven
main goals for the U.S. in the Middle East. They are: Protecting the
security and legitimacy of Israel; Maintaining stability in the region,
especially in the Gulf countries in order to safeguard the free flow of oil
at affordable prices and to keep the price of oil to be paid in dollars;
Securing major military bases in the region, such as the air force base in
Qatar and the naval base in Bahrain, and keeping sea lanes and trade
routes open, particularly in the Persian Gulf, as well as the effective
control of the Suez Canal; Isolating Iran and other rising regional powers
that aspire to be independent and in the case of Iran, not only to reverse
its nuclear program, but also to curb its influence in the region; Keeping
the markets in the region open for Western goods, technology, and
investments; Curtailing the influence of the “radical” Islamic groups in
the region, by keeping military pressure mainly through special
operations, military raids, and drone attacks; and Promoting Western
cultural values and education so as to empower secular and liberal forces
against their conservative or religious rivals in the heart of the Muslim
world.

Because many aspects of U.S. policies are deeply unpopular with the
masses in the Arab World and across the greater Middle East, the U.S.
has had to rely on authoritarian regimes, a few royal families, and a
handful of army generals to make sure that these policies and interests are
protected and secure. However, as amply demonstrated in the aftermath
of the Arab spring movements, when a wave of democratic regimes takes
root, and as these regimes start to assert independence,
counterrevolutionary forces, many of which are U.S. allies in the region,
went into overdrive to reverse the gains of the 2011 popular uprisings.
While this onslaught on popular democracy was taking place, the U.S. did
next to nothing to stop it, or even try to sanction these anti-democratic
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forces, which is a direct violation of its own existing laws that mandate
immediate sanctions on military coups or the forced overthrow of a
democratically elected government.

Democracy and Coups

Democracy as experienced in modern times is a relatively new concept.
It has taken many forms in many parts of the world, but certainly has
distinguishing characteristics. Liberal democracy as a political
philosophy was adopted gradually in the age of nation-states in order to
negotiate significant differences among various segments of society, and
also to lessen political polarization and social tensions. In its simplistic
terms, democratic governance is the ability for free people to choose who
governs them, who has the authority to legislate, adjudicate laws and so
on, in other words, the rule by consent of the people. It has incorporated
many features such as free and fair elections, forming political
associations, voting, peaceful transfer of power, freedom of religion,
assembly, of speech, of the press, equality, citizenship, consent,
separation of powers, rule of law, right to life and liberty, respect for
human rights and minority rights, accountability, transparency, rooting of
corruption, equal access to power, etc. In essence, a democratic system
forms a social contract between the rulers and the ruled, that respect these
principles, and the will of the majority but with strong protections of the
minorities, not a tyranny of the majority over the minority. On the other
hand, military coups are an attempt by the institution that monopolizes
the use of force and violence in the state to subvert the popular will and
undermine democratic principles for the benefit of a small minority in
society, or worse, to serve foreign powers that have imperialist interests.

As a result, the outcome of the clash between these two sides is the
challenge for the future of the Middle East. The millions of youth that
took to the streets in the 2011 Arab spring countries have tasted freedom
and are longing to regain it, as well as to embrace democratic ideals that
assert their independence, sovereignty, dignity, and human rights. But
such quest towards democracy may not be realized without resisting
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hegemonic powers and their local proxies, and establishing legitimate
democratic rule based on popular will.

Hence, democratic forces, within Muslim and other developing societies,
face two major challenges: one internal by establishing a system
grounded in democratic principles, and based on popular will, not a
General’s gun; and the other external by seeking real independence and
freeing the country of the colonialist yoke. For centuries colonialism was
a hammer that saw every colonized community as a nail. But as Franz
Fanon said, “In the colonial context the settler only ends his work of
breaking the native when the latter admits loudly and intelligibly the
supremacy of the white man’s values.” The challenge is and has always
been the capacity of the colonized to first say no and to resist until the
colonizer is repelled and their surrogates defeated. And then to cleanse
colonized minds from all the harmful effects and manifestations of
colonization and rebuild a new democratic society based on their cultural,
traditional, and human values.
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Kiiresel Giicler, Demokrasi ve Darbeler*

Prof. Dr. Sami A. Al-Arian$

Giris

Jeopolitikte, biiyiik giicler kiiresel diizenin sekillenmesinde
onemli bir rol oynamaktadir. Ornegin, Biiyiik Britanya, 19. yiizyilda ve
20. yiizyilin baslarinda diinyanin sekillenmesinde biiyiik bir rol
oynamistir. Benzer sekilde, Amerika Birlesik Devletleri II. Diinya Savasi
sonrasi uluslararasi sistemin sekillenmesinde birincil rol oynamistir. Bu
tiir yapilarda bliylik giicler, biiyiik stratejilerini kiiresel diizen ve bu
diizende oynadiklart rol ile uyumlu hale getirmek igin ¢aba
harcamaktadir.

II. Diinya Savas1 sonrasinda uluslararasi sistemde birincil biiyiik
gii¢ olarak ortaya ¢ikmasindan bu yana ABD’nin stratejisi, bu liderligi
korumak olmustur. Herhangi bir biiyiik gliciin kendisine meydan okuma
girisimini engellemeye ¢alismak veya potansiyel olarak kendisinin diger
hayati bolgelerdeki giiciine ve niifuzuna meydan okuyabilecek herhangi
bir biiyliyen giiclin bdlgesel bir hegemon haline gelme girisimini
onlemek, bu stratejinin parcalarindandir. Bu dogrultuda biiyiik giicler,
diger kiiciik veya ortak dlgekte giiclii uluslar {izerindeki egemenliklerini
veya hegemonyalarini siirdiirmeye c¢alisirken acimasizdirlar. Ayrica istila
etmek, darbelere sponsor olmak, yaptinmlar uygulamak veya
ayaklanmalar1 koriiklemek de dahil olmak iizere mevcut her yolu
kullanmaya isteklidirler. Bu tiir taktikler, biiyiik giigler tarafindan biiytiik
stratejilerinin  Onlinde durduklari veya hayati ¢ikarlarn olarak
tanimladiklar1 seyi tehlikeye attiklar1 algilandiginda rakiplerini,
diismanlarii veya meydan okuyanlari engellemek i¢in kullanilir.

1 Bu bildiri ilk olarak 13 Temmuz 2021 tarihinde Marmara Universitesi tarafindan
diizenlenen Besinci Uluslararast 15 Temmuz Sempozyumu'nda sunulmus ve Uskiidar
Belediyesi tarafindan Tiirkge olarak yaymlanmustir.

§ Islam ve Kiiresel iliskiler Merkezi (CIGA) Direktérii, Istanbul Sabahattin Zaim
Universitesi
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Demokrasi ve Egemenligi Baltalamak

Mistir lideri Cemal Abdulnasir’in 1956 yazinda Siiveys Kanali’ni
millilestirmesinden birkag ay sonra, Ingiltere bu karar1 tersine ¢evirmek
icin Fransa ve Israil ile ittifak olarak Misir’1 isgal etmistir. Kanalin
millilestirilmesi bir ulusal egemenlik meselesi olsa da Misir’in bu konuda
bliylik giliclere meydan okumasi, uluslararasi hukuka ve normlara
bakilmaksizin iiclii (Ingiltere-Fransa-Israil) bir isgal ve felg edici
yaptirimlarla cezalandirilmistir.

Benzer sekilde Iran’mn eski basbakani Muhammed Musaddik,
sadece Iran’in petrol iiretimini ve fiyatii degil, aym zamanda petrol
rezervlerini de kontrol eden Anglo-iran petrol sirketini millilestirdigi i¢in
1953°te CIA destekli bir hiikiimet darbesiyle devrilmistir. Genis capta
poptilerligi olan ve demokratik bir sekilde secilen Musaddik, askeri
darbeyi planlayan ve finanse eden yabanci bir gii¢ tarafindan acimasizca
gorevden alinmis ve yerine savundugunu ve destekledigini iddia ettigi
liberal demokrasi ideallere bakilmaksizin yozlagsmis ve acimasiz bir rejim
kurulmustur.

Yakin gegmiste Cezayir’deki Islami Kurtulus Cephesi (FIS),
Aralikk 1991°de parlamento se¢imlerinin ilk asamasini ezici bir
cogunlukla kazanmasinin ardindan ordu, miiteakip se¢imleri iptal etmis
ve Islamc1 toplumsal hareketler ile siyasi liderlerin on yil siiren tasfiye
siirecini baglatmistir. Bu siirecte, Sovyetler Birligi’nin ¢okmesinden ve
dagilmasindan sonra tek biiyiik gii¢ olarak ortaya ¢ikan ABD de dahil
olmak {iizere, Batili giiglerin ¢ok fazla protestosu veya itirazi ile
karsilasmamistir. Aslinda Fransa, diger Batili hiikiimetlerin sessiz
muvafakati ile birlikte, demokrasiye karsi bu darbeye agikg¢a yardim ve
yataklik etmistir.

Ayrica, 2006 yilimin ocak ayinda, ABD yonetiminin 1srar
iizerine, Oslo anlagsmalarini imzalayan tarafin kazanacagi ve ardindan
Israil’in kosullarin1 destekleyen siyasi bir anlasmaya zorlanacagi umudu
ile Filistin topraklarinda parlamento segimleri yapilmistir. Ancak
secimler beklenmedik bir sekilde Islamci Hamas Hareketinin 132
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koltuktan 74’{inii kazanmasiyla sonuglanmistir. Kisa siire sonra ABD,
Hamas liderligindeki hiikiimeti aylar icinde ¢okmesine neden olacak
sekilde boykot ve tecrit edip gozden diisiirerek, Filistin se¢gmeninin
cogunlugu olusturan iradesini baltalamakta diinyaya onciiliikk etmistir.
Boylece Islamc1 Hamas Hareketinin zaferinin bos oldugu agikca ortaya
cikmistir.

2011 Arap Bahar ayaklanmalarindan sonra, Haziran 2021’de
yapilan Misir cumhurbagkanligr secimlerini Miisliiman Kardesler’in
adayr Muhammed Mursi kazanmistir. Bolgedeki en 6nemli devletlerden
birinin bagkani olmasina ragmen, Batili gii¢ler ulusun simdiye kadar
yaptig1 tek ozgiir ve adil seg¢imlerde milyonlarca Misirlinin se¢imine
hicbir zaman gercekten saygi duymamis veya onurlandirmamigtir.
Donemin New York Times Biiro Sefi David Kilpatrick, Askerlerin
Ellerine (Into the Hands of the Soldiers) adl1 kitabinda, Mart 2013’te eski
Amerikan Disisleri Bakani John Kerry ile Bagkan Mursi arasinda yapilan
bir toplantinin ardindan Kerry’nin genelkurmay baskanina soéyledigi seyi
hatirlatmistir. “O, tanidigim en aptal adam. Bu ise yaramayacak. Bu
adamlar kagik.” Muhabir daha sonra sunlar1 kaydetmistir: “Mr. Kerry, (o
sirada savunma bakan1 olan) General Abdulfettah el-Sisi ile yaptig1 bire
bir goriismede daha iyi anlagsmisti.” Kilpatrick’e gore Sisi, Kerry’ye
“Ulkemin bosan gitmesine izin vermeyecegim” demistir. Daha sonra
sunlart eklemistir: “Kerry, Mursi’nin ayvayi yedigini (be cooked)
biliyordu.” ve devam etti: “General Sisi miidahale etmeye hazirdi. Bay
Kerry, kismen rahatlamis hissettigini bana sdyledi.” Ayrica, muhabir bu
kitapta Misir darbesi sirasinda eski ABD Savunma Bakani1 Chuck Hagel
ile 2016 yilinin baslarinda yaptigi bir réportaji da hatirlatiyor: “Bana Bay
Mursi hakkinda Israil, Suudi Arabistan ve Birlesik Arap Emirlikleri’nden
gelen sikayetler tarafindan kusatildigini sdyledi. Bay Hagel, (Emirliklerin
fiili hiikkiimdar1 ve askeri sefi olan) Veliaht Prens Muhammed bin Zayed
el-Nahyan’in Miisliiman Kardesler’i “Bugiin Ortadoguda’da yiiriirliikte
olan en tehlikeli unsur.” olarak nitelendirdigini soyledi. Bu kritik
donemde Kilpatrick’in agiklamasinin  ayrintilarimi  okurken Bati
ikiyilizliilliiglin - bir baska dogrulanmasinin yani sira liderlerinin
iddianamelerini de sunuyor: Yabanci giigler, hegemonyalarini siirdiirmek
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icin diktatorleri, otoriter rejimleri ve askeri darbeleri destekleyerek Orta
Dogu’daki halklarin ve uluslarin umutlarii ve 6zlemlerini bosa
cikarmay1 secmistir.

Aym sekilde, Tiirkiye’de 15 Temmuz 2016 darbe girisimi gecesi,
o sirada Rusya’da bulunan Kerry darbe yeni gelismekte oldugu icin
herkesi sakin ve barisgil olmaya cagirmistir. Tiirkiye’de daha dnceki
darbelerin tarihi 6rneklerine bakildiginda birgok yabanci gézlemci bu
darbenin zaten basarili oldugu sonucuna varmisti. Ancak Kerry’'nin
yorumlari Tiirkiye’de sessiz muvafakat olarak goriilmiistiir. Ciinkii Kerry
mesru ve demokratik olarak secilmis bir hiikiimetin devrilmesini
ayiplamak ve Tiirk halkinin iradesinin bir askeri darbeyle engellemesini
kinamak yerine (birka¢ saatin ardindan darbenin basarisiz oldugu
netlestiginde Baskan Obama'nin yapmasi gerektigi gibi), darbecilerin
galip geldigini ve hiikiimetin devrildigini diislinerek statiikoyu koruma
cagrisinda bulunmustur. Bu tiir agiklamalar ve eylemler, emperyalist ve
somiirgeci zihinlerin tutum ve politikalarin1 yansitmaktadir. Uygun
zamanlarda demokrasi ve insan haklar1 sdylemini arag¢ olarak kullanirken
amaglar1 her zaman ana jeopolitik hegemonya ve kontrol hedefini
ilerletmektir.

Bu sefil tarihi gozler oniine serilirken, Batili hiikiimetlerin bir
cok toplumda tarihsel doniisiimler ve degisimler yasandigi kritik
zamanlarda teste tabi tutulduklarinda defalarca basarisiz olmalari1 oldukg¢a
talihsiz, ancak sasirtici degildir. O zaman, demokrasi, kendi kaderini
tayin hakki, hukukun iistiinliigii, anayasal diizen, kamu iradesine saygi ve
insan haklar1 igin sarsilmaz destek gibi dayatmaci sdylemlerinin
arkasinda durmalar istendiginde genellikle savunduklar ilkelere karsi
durmay1 tercih ederler.  Ancak Kiiba’da, Iranda, Venezuela’da,
Tirkiye’de veya bagka yerlerde politikalarina meydan okuyan veya kendi
egemenliklerini ve bagimsizliklari1 korumaya ¢alisan giicleri yenmek
icin bu sdylemleri sik sik sopa (clubs) olarak kullanmiglardir.

Kisacas1 hegemonik giicler demokrasiyi yaymakla ya da halkin
iradesine sayg1 duymakla pek ilgilenmezler. Bunu 1953’te Iran’da, 1960
,1971 veya 1980°deki pes pese gelen darbelerle Tirkiye’de, 1992°de
Cezayir’de, 2006°da Filistin topraklarinda veya 2013’te Misir’da oldukca
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sik bir sekilde gordiik. Bu nedenle, diinyanin farkli yerlerinde, 6zellikle
Miisliiman diinyasinda, emperyalist ¢ikarlar ilerleten ve darbelere ve
askeri devralmalara Bati’nin siirekli destegi sorunu uzun zamandir
varhigim stirdiirmektedir. Batili gii¢ler, kendi algiladiklan sekliyle,
stratejik cikarlarinin deger ve {ilkelerden {istiin oldugunu defalarca
gostermistir. Milyonlarca insanin hayati tehlikede iken bile uluslararasi
hukuku, liberal idealleri veya demokratik ilkelere hicbir sekilde
gozetmeyen bu cikarlar, esasen cok uluslu sirketlerin, kontrolsiiz
kapitalizmin ve emperyalistlerin ¢ikarlaridir.

Emperyalizm ve Hegemonik Giicler Nasil Cahisir?

Batili somiirgeci politikalarin yeni fenomenler olmadigin
belirtmek dnemlidir. En azindan 17. yiizyildan beri Bati’nin emperyalist
dogasini gosteren ¢ok sayida tarihsel 6rnek verilebilir. Birgok emperyalist
giic, diinyay1 demokratiklestirme bahanesiyle egemenlik iddiasinda
bulunmaktadir. Bu durum 2003’teki Irak isgalinin sonrasinda, son yirmi
yildir Afganistan’da ve son yiizyilda Arap ve Miisliiman diinyasinin yani
sira Afrika’da da canli bir sekilde gorilmiustiir. Basitge, Cezayir’deki
Fransiz sOmiirgelestirme kampanyasi veya Filistin’in  Siyonist
somiirgelesmesi  hatirlanmalidir.  SOmiirgeciler, sOmiirgelestirme
seferlerini “Bati medeniyetini yayma” slogani altinda saklamiglardir.
Gergek amaglarint  ve zenginlik, kontrol ve giic arayislarini,
kampanyalarina mandalar, koruyucular ve milletler toplulugu adini
vererek gizlemiglerdir. Katliamlari, yikimlari, kargasalar1 sadece halklara
ve toplumlara kars1 degil, kiiltiirleri, gelenekleri, tarihe ve hafizaya kars1
da uygulamiglardir. Her tiirlii silahi, yolu veya araci kullanmiglardir.
Higbir sey siirlarin 6tesinde degildir: bol ve yonet, riigvet ver ve simart,
oldiir ve ling et; ozellikle biri direnmeye cesaret ederse tiim Oliim
araglarimi kullanmaktan ¢ekinme. Silahlari ve bulutlari, bombalar1 ve
ucaklari, tanklar1 ve toplar1 olan onlardir. “Beyaz adamim koyu tenli
halklar1 6zgiirlestirme yiikii” adi altinda katliam, baski, aglik, iskence,
nakletme, siirgiin etme, kolelestirme, insanliktan ¢ikarma, tecaviiz, talak
etme, yagma yapilmistir. William Polk, Hach Seferleri ve Cihat
(Crusadeand Jihad) adli kitabinda, somiirgecilerin hangi siklikla
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piritenlerin ve medeni insanlarin aurasiyla geldiklerini, demokrasiyi ve
Bati’'nin insani degerlerini ahlakilestirdigini (moralizing) ve Incil’in
mesajlarint  bildirdigini (evangelizing) ya da yaydigini aciklamistir.
Ancak bunlarin hepsi bir elinde silah, digerinde Incil tutan sémiirgeciler
tarafindan yapilmaktaydi. Kurbanlar “ac1 hissetmiyor”, “anladiklar1 tek
dil gii¢”, “siyah adamin beyni farkli”, diger irklar (Afrikal, Arap, Hintli
veya Asyali olsun) “asagidir” ve onlar “barbarlar, fanatikler, radikaller,
koktenciler, teroristler, gericiler, asiriliklar, cahiller, medeniyetsizler”
iddialan1 ile insanliktan g¢ikarmak, haysiyetin ve ruhun parcalanmasi
mesrulagtirilmistir.  “Kadmlarma” ya da “yasa ve diizene” saygi
duymadiklari i¢in “gilivenilemez” olduklar1 6ne siiriilmiistiir. Dolayisiyla,
somiirgelestirme projesine karsi herhangi bir direnis veya muhalefet,
ezilmeli ve ortadan kaldirilmali; imha edilmeli ve hafizalardan tamamen
¢ikarilmalidir.

Topraklar baskina ugrayip isgal edildikce, kaynaklar yagmalanip
talan edildikce, emek somiiriiliip kolelestirildik¢e, Batt medeniyeti adina
toplumlar yeniden yapilandirilmig ve kiiltiirler yok edilmistir. Edward
Said’in dedigi ve Ali Mazrui’nin agikladigi gibi kiiltiirel emperyalizm
kampanyas1 tiim hiziyla devam etmekteydi. Diller, gelenek ve
gorenekler, dini inanglar, sosyal pratikler saldiriya ugradi ve kiiglimsendi.
Toplumlar yeniden orgiitlendi ve dini hatlara, etnik gruplara ve kastlara
gore boliindii.

Egemen olmak ve kontrol etmek i¢in toplumda yiizyillarca biiyiik
Olciide barig ve uyum icinde yasayan topluluklar boliinmiistiir. Arap
Berberi’ye karsi, Tiirk Arap’a karsi, Kiirt Tirk’e kars1, Siyah Afrikal
Arap Afrikali’ya karsi, Arap Fars’a karsi, Siinni Sii’ye karsi, Pestun
Tacik’e kars1, Pencap Sindhi’ye karsi, Miisliiman Hindu’ya karsi, Yahudi
Miisliiman’a karsi, Miisliiman Hiristiyan’a karsi. Ayrica, Batili bilgi,
tarih, bilim, felsefe ve hukuk kavramlarima dayanan yeni yasal yapilar
kuruldu ve dayatildi, yeni egitim sistemleri insa edildi ve yerlestirildi.

Giivenligin amac1 toplumlari zayif, boliinmiis ve kontrol altinda
tutmaktir. Demokratik ve popiiler yonetimler ise toplumlara canlilik,
bagimsizlik, kendi kaderini tayin hakki ve hakimiyet saglar ve bu nedenle
emperyalizm ve hegemonik giicler i¢in ciddi bir tehdit haline gelir.
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Dolayisiyla, emperyalist giiglerin taktigi, dogrudan yonetimleri ve
somiirgelestirmeleri basarisiz oldugu i¢in halk iradesini somutlastiran
toplumsal hareketleri ve siyasi giicleri hedef almaktir. 1950’lerden bu
yana Latin Amerika, Asya ve Afrika’da popiiler ve demokratik
hareketleri engelleyen emperyalist giiclerin tarihsel kaydi ¢ok agiktir.
Ayrica emperyalist giigler, askeri gorevliler, despotlar veya somiirge
cikarlaria baglh kraliyet aileleri tarafindan yonetilen otoriter rejimleri
destekler. Soguk Savas ve sonrasinda AB’de, kontrol ve hegemonyasini
siirdiirmek i¢in diinya genelinde birgok askeri rejimi desteklemistir.

ABD’nin biiyiik stratejisinin bir diger 6nemli zorunlulugu,
bolgesinde kendini gostermeye calisan herhangi bir yiikselen giicii
engellemektir. Bu konudaki strateji, John Mearsheimer’mn Biiyiik Gii¢
Politikalariin Trajedisi (The Tragedy of Great Power Politics) kitabinda
“dengeleyici bir koalisyon yaratmak” dedigi seyi kullanmaktir. Bagka bir
deyisle, ABD’nin belirli bir bolgedeki baslica giiciin, hatta biiylik giiciin,
etkisini genisletmeye veya giiclinii gostermeye calisti§i sonucuna
vardiginda izledigi strateji, s6z konusu giiciin yiikselmesini engellemek
icin bagka bir bolgesel aktor veya bir aktorler koalisyonu yaratarak bu
gilici “dengelemektir”. Amerikali politika yapicilar tarafindan bu
politikanin gerekgesi, ABD’nin herhangi bir biiyiik giiciin bdlgesel bir
hegemon haline gelmesini her zaman engellemesi gerektigi olarak
gosterilmektedir. Ortaya ¢ikacak herhangi bir yeni bilyiik giic gelecekte
ABD’nin zaten bolgesel bir hegemon oldugu Bati Yarimkiire de dahil
olmak {tizere, farkli bolgelerdeki onceligine meydan okuyabilir. Uzun
stiredir devam eden bu strateji, ABD’nin en biiyiik kiiresel gii¢ haline
geldigi II. Diinya Savasi’nin sonundan bu yana ABD’nin biiyiik
stratejisinin temel tagi olmustur.

Bu stratejinin uygulanmasina iyi bir 6rnek olarak ABD’nin (en
azindan 2015’ten beri) Tiirkiye’ye yonelik politikas1 gosterilebilir.
Tiirkiye on yili agkin bir siiredir gliciinii gostermeye ve bolgesel etkisini
genigletmeye calismaktadir. Bu politika eski Disisleri Bakani Ahmet
Davutoglu tarafindan Stratejik Derinlik (Strategic Depth) kitabinda
detaylandirilmigtir. Buna ek olarak, Tiirkiye savunma sanayisini biiyiik
dlgiide gelistirmis ve genisletmistir. Ustelik NATO miittefiklerini ¢ileden
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¢ikararak, Rusya’dan gelismis bir hava savunma sistemi de dahil olmak
lizere askeri satin alimim cesitlendirmistir. Tiirkiye ayrica bolgesel
ittifaklar saglamis ve bolge genelinde askeri iisler koymustur. Ayrica dis
politikasinin bir¢ok yonii, 6zellikle Arap diinyasi, dogu Akdeniz bolgesi,
orta Asya ve Afrika’da ABD’nin stratejik ¢ikarlar1 veya miittefikleri
tarafindan algilandig sekliyle ¢elismektedir.

Ancak ABD, komsularin ¢ogu ya ¢ok daha zayif oldugu ya da
ABD politikalar1 ile celistigi i¢cin Tirkiye’ye karsi dengeleyici bir
koalisyon kuramamistir. Bu nedenle ABD, Tirkiye’nin Kuzey
Suriye’deki konumunu sémiirmiis ve Tiirkiye’nin diismani ilan edilen
PKK’nm (Kiirdistan Isci Partisi) uzantis1 olan Suriyeli Kiirt milisleri
giiclendirmistir. ABD ordusu, bu milisleri agir silahlandirmig ve
ISID/DAES ile savasma kisvesi altinda on binlerce kisiye askeri egitim
vermistir. Bdylece bu milislerle kendisi ittifak kurmustur. Ustelik
kendilerini ekonomik imkanlar saglamak igin bolgedeki Suriye petrol
sahalarina erisim ve miilkiyet hakki da vermisti. ABD’nin bu
politikasinin amaci, PKK ve onun Suriye uzantisi tarafindan, 6zellikle de
Tirkiye’nin  giineydogusundaki komsu Kiirt bdlgesindeki toprak
biitinliigli  tehdidi nedeniyle Tirkiye’yi bolgesel emellerinden
vazgegmeye veya frenleme zorlamaktir. Acisindan bakildiginda, bu
sadece bolgesel istikrar1 degil, daha da Onemlisi i¢ biitiinliigiini de
etkileyen tehlikeli bir politikadir. 2018 yilinin aralik ayinda, Donald
Trump Suriye’nin kuzeyinden ¢ekilme politikasina agikladiginda, ABD
ordusu bu stratejik degisimden dehsete diismiistiir. Oyle ki donemin
Savunma Bakani James Mattis bu karari protesto etmek icin istifa
etmigtir.  Aymt zamanda Senato’daki Cumhuriyet¢i Lider Mitch
McConnell’i Washington Post’ta bir basyazi yazmasina ve ABD’nin
stratejik ¢ikarlarinin politikada boyle bir tersine ¢evirme tarafindan tehdit
edildigini savunarak Cumhuriyetci Bagkanindan kopmasina yol agmustir.
Biden ydnetiminin Tiirkiye’nin dis ve savunma politikasinin bir¢ok
yoniinden mutsuz oldugu, aynmi zamanda Tiirkiye’ye Onemli Slclide
ilgilendiren birgok konuda diismanca tavirlar aldigi da agiktir. Tiirkiye’de
2016 yilinin basarisiz darbesinde ABD’nin dogrudan veya dolayli olarak
parmaginin olup olmadigr muhtemelen tartigmali bir noktadir. Burada
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onemli olan, ABD’nin birka¢ yildir Tiirkiye’yi baski ve kontrol altina
almaya calisan bir politika ylriitmesidir. Bunun sebebi ise Tiirkiye nin
kendisine meydan okumaya veya niifuzunu kontroliiniin 6tesinde
genigletmeye calisanlara miisamaha gostermemesidir.

ABD’nin Ortadogu’daki Hedefleri

Esam Al-Amin, Arap Uyanist Ag¢iklandi (The Arab Awakening
Unveiled) adli kitabinda ABD’nin Ortadogu’daki yedi ana hedefini
stralamustir. Bunlar: (1) Israil’in giivenligini korumak; (2) Petroliin uygun
fiyatlarla serbest akisini saglamak ve petrol fiyatinin dolar cinsinden
O0denmesini saglamak i¢in basta Korfez lilkeleri olmak {izere bolgede
istikrarin saglanmasi; (3)  Katar’daki hava kuvvetleri {issii ve
Bahreyn’deki deniz iissii gibi bolgedeki biiyiik askeri iislerin giivenliginin
saglanmas1 ve (0zellikle Basra Korfezi’nde) deniz yollarimin ve ticaret
yollarin agik tutulmasinin yani sira Siiveys Kanali’nin etkin kontrolii;
(4) Iran’1 ve bagimsiz olmay1 arzulayan diger yiikselen bdlgesel giicler
izole etmek ve Iran drneginde, hem niikleer programini tersine ¢evirmek
hem de bolgedeki etkisini de sinirlamak; (5) Bolgedeki piyasalarin Bati
{iriinlerine, teknolojisine ve yatirimlarini acik tutulmasi; (6) Ozellikle
0zel operasyonlar, askeri baskinlar ve insansiz hava araglar saldirilart
yoluyla askeri baskiy: siirdiirerek bolgedeki “radikal” Islami gruplarin
etkisini azaltmak ve (7) Islam diinyasinin kalbindeki muhafazakar veya
dini rakiplerine karsi laik ve liberal giigleri giiglendirmek igin Batili
kiiltiirel degerleri ve egitimi tesvik etmektir.

ABD politikalar1 birgok yoniiyle Arap diinyasindaki ve daha
genis orta Dogu’daki kitleler tarafindan derin bir ragbet gérmemistir. Bu
nedenle ABD, bu politikalarin ve ¢ikarlarinin korundugundan ve giivende
oldugundan emin olmak i¢in otoriter rejimlere, birkag kraliyet ailesine ve
bir avug ordu generaline giivenmek zorunda kalmistir. Ancak, Arap
Bahar1 hareketlerin ardindan, kok salan demokratik rejimlerin
bagimsizliklarini ilan etmeye baglamasiyla birlikte (birgogu bdolgede
ABD miittefiki olan) kars1 devrimci giicler 2011 halk ayaklanmalarinin
kazanimlarimi hizli bir sekilde tersine ¢evirmek igin vitesi artirmiglardir.
Halk demokrasisine yonelik bu saldirt gergeklesirken, ABD bunu
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durdurmak i¢in neredeyse higbir sey yapmamis ve hatta bu anti-
demokratik giigleri cezalandirmaya caligmistir. Bu da askeri darbelere
veya demokratik olarak secilmis bir hiikiimetin zorla devrilmesine karsi

acil yaptirimlari zorunlu kilan kendi mevcut yasalarinin dogrudan
ihlalidir.

Demokrasi ve Darbeler

Modern zamanlarda deneyimlenen demokrasi nispeten yeni bir
kavramdir. Demokrasi diinyanin cesitli yerlerinde bircok bicimi altida
kesinlikle ayirt edici Ozellikleri bulunmaktadir. Bir siyaset felsefesi
olarak liberal demokrasi, toplumun ¢esitli kesimleri arasindaki onemli
farkliliklart miizakere etmek ve ayni zamanda siyasi kutuplasmayi ve
sosyal gerilimleri azaltmak i¢in ulus-devletler caginda yavas yavas
benimsenmistir. Basit¢e ifade etmek gerekirse, demokratik yonetisim,
Ozgiir insanlarin kendilerini kimin y&netecegini, kimin yasama, kanunlar
tizerinde hiikiim verme yetkisine sahip oldugunu vb. se¢me yetenegidir.
Diger bir deyisle, halkin rizasiyla yonetme yetenegidir. Biinyesinde bir
cok ozelligi barindirmaktadir: Ozgiir ve adil secimler; siyasi dernekler
kurma; oy verme; bariscil gii¢ transferi; din, toplanma, konugma ve basin
ozgurliigii; esitlik; vatandaghk; riza; kuvvetler ayriligi; hukukun
Ustliinligii; 6zgiirlik hakki, insan haklarina ve azinlik haklarina saygi;
hesap verebilirlik; seffaflik; yolsuzlugun kdklenmesi; giice esit erisim vb.
0ziinde demokratik bir sistem, yonetenler ve yonetilenler arasinda bu
ilkelere ve gogunlugun iradesine saygi duyan (ancak ¢ogunlugun azinlik
iizerindeki tiranlig1 degil, azinliklarin giiglii korumalariyla) bir toplumsal
sozlesme olusturur. Ote yandan askeri darbeler, devlette gii¢ ve siddet
kullanimini tekeline alan kurumlarin toplumdaki kii¢iik bir azinligin
yararina veya daha kotiisii, emperyalizmin ¢ikarlari olan yabanci giiglere
hizmet etmek icin halk iradesinin yikma ve demokratik ilkeleri baltalama
girigimleridir.

Sonug olarak, bu iki taraf arasindaki ¢atismanin sonucu Orta
Dogu’nun gelecegi icin bir meydan okumadir. 2011 Arap Bahan
iilkelerinde sokaklara dokiilen milyonlarca geng, Ozgiirliigiin tadm
varmig ve onu yeniden kazanmanin yani sira bagimsizlik, egemenlik,
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onur ve insan haklarini 6ne siiren demokratik degerleri benimsemenin
0zlemini ¢ekmektedir. Ancak bu tiir bir demokrasi arayisi, hegemonik
giiclere ve onlarin yerel vekillerine direnmeden ve halk iradesine dayali
mesru demokratik yonetim kurulmadan gergeklestirilemez.

Bu nedenle, Miisliiman ve diger gelismekte olan toplumlardaki
demokratik giicler iki biiylik zorlukla karsi karsiyadir: (1) Dahili olarak,
demokratik ilkelere ve halk iradesine dayali bir sistem kurmak, bir
generalin silahina dayali degil ve (2) harici olarak, ger¢ek bagimsizligi
aramak ve iilkeyi somiirgeci boyundurugundan kurtarmak. Yiizyillar
boyunca somiirgecilik, somiirgelestirilmis her toplulugu bir ¢ivi olarak
goren bir ¢eki¢ olmustur. Ancak Franz Fanon’un dedigi gibi: “Somiirge
baglaminda yerlesimci, yerliyi pargcalama isini ancak yerli beyaz adamin
degerlerinin {istlinliiglinii yiiksek sesle ve anlasilir bir sekilde kabul
ettiginde bitirir.” Buradaki zorluk, her zaman, somiirgelestirilenin ilk
once hayir deme ve somiirgeci pliskiirtiilene ve vekilleri malik edilene
kadar direnmesi olmustur. Ardindan, somiirgelestirilmis zihinleri,
somiirgeciligin tiim zararl etkilerinden ve tezahiirlerinden arindirmak ve
kiiltiirel, geleneksel ve insani degerlerine dayali yeni bir demokratik
toplumu yeniden insa etmektir.
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Sami A. Al-Arian bir Filistinli-Amerikal1 sivil
haklar1 aktivisti olup, ayn1 zamanda bilgisayar
mithendisligi profesoriidiir. Giiney Florida
Universitesi'nde kadrolu akademisyen olarak
gorev yapmis, pek ¢ok dgretim ddiilii ve hibesi
almigtir. 11 Eylil saldirilar1 sonrasinda FOX
News kanalina verdigi tartisma yaratan bir
roportaj sonrasinda Dr. Al-Arian'in kadrosu
saldirtya ugramis ve profesorliigi, 1960’lardaki
Angela Davis olayindan sonraki en 6nemli akademik 6zgiirliik vakasi
haline gelmistir. ABD’de gecirdigi kirk y1l (1975-2015) boyunca Dr. Al-
Arian, egitim, arastirma, din ve dinler arasi iligkiler alanlarinda, yani sira
yurttas ve insan haklar1 alanlarinda ¢alisan pek ¢ok kurum ve yaym
kurmustur. Dr. Al-Arian, ABD’deki pek ¢cok kampiiste, 6zellikle Filistin,
Islam ve Bat1 iizerine ¢ok sayida konusma yapmus iiretken bir hatipti.
2001 yilinda Newsweek kendisini, ABD’deki go¢ mahkemelerinde gizli
kanit kullaniminin kaldirilmasi i¢in yiiriittiigii cabalar nedeniyle iilkedeki
“bir numarali insan haklar1 aktivisti” olarak tanimladi. Tirkiye’ye
yerlesmeden dnce on bir yilin1 (2003-2014) hapishanede ve ev hapsinde
gecirdi; ABD hiikiimeti 2005 yilinda Florida’da gergeklesen alt1 aylik bir
mahkeme siirecinde ylizden fazla itham iginden bir tanesinden bile
mahkimiyet ¢ikmasimi saglayamadi ve daha sonra 2014’te Virginia’da
acilan bir bagka davada tiim suglamalar1 diisiirmek zorunda kaldi. 2012
yilinda Amerikan Mubhalifleri Ansiklopedisi’ni kaleme alan tarihgiler,
kendisini, onceki ylizyildan itibaren ABD’deki 152 muhalif ve diisiince
mahkiimu arasindaki ti¢ Miislimandan biri olarak (Malcolm X ve
Muhammad Ali’yle birlikte) zikretti. ABD’deki hikayesi, 2007 yilinda
odiillii belgesel “USA vs. Al-Arian”’da ve 2016 tarihli Being Palestinian:
Personal Reflections on Palestinian Identity in the Diaspora [“Filistinli
Olmak: Diaspora’daki Filistin Kimligi Uzerine Kisisel Diisiinceler”]
isimli kitapta anlatildi. Dr. Al-Arian, ABD dis politikasi, Filistin ve Arap
Bahan olgusu hakkinda, pek ¢ok dile ¢evrilmis olan onlarca makale
kaleme aldi. Ruhaniyet, Filistin ve Insan Haklar1 iizerine siir kitab1 olan
Conspiring Against Joseph [“Yusuf’a Karsi Komplo Kurmak™”] 2004
yilinda yaymlandi. Dr. Al-Arian halihazirda istanbul ~Zaim
Universitesi'nde Islam ve Kiiresel Arastirmalar Merkezi (CIGA)
direktorii ve halkla iliskiler alaninda Ogretim iiyesi olarak gorev
yapmaktadir.
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The Center for Islam and Global Affairs (CIGA)
Istanbul Sabahattin Zaim University

NCIGA

\§ CENTER FOR ISLAM
AND GLOBAL AFFAIRS

Vision
To be a premiere research institution for ideas, analysis, and policy
recommendations on global affairs impacting the Muslim World, and

to foster future relations with world powers based on shared
principles, common interests, and mutual respect.

Mission Statement

The Center for Islam and Global Affairs (CIGA) is an independent,
nonprofit, research and public policy institution based in Istanbul,
Turkey, and affiliated with Istanbul Zaim University. Its mission is
“To conduct high quality research and analysis, educate the public and
policymakers, train experts, and propose novel ideas and policy
recommendations regarding global policies and relations impacting
the Islamic world, and the development and progress of Muslim
societies.”
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Occasional Series Published by the
Center for Islam and Global Affairs (CIGA)

Islam and Muslim Societies Studies [IMSS]

This series will cover issues and topics related to Islamic epistemology
and thought, reform movements, civilization, culture, sciences, models
and systems, as well as issues related to the challenges, problems, fault
lines, and developments within Muslim societies.

Geopolitical and Strategic Studies [GPSS]

This series will cover issues and topics related to geopolitics, strategic
affairs, international relations, national security affairs, conflict resolution
and peace studies, as well as issues related to political, economic,
military, and soft power.

Islamophobia and Muslim Minorities Studies [IMMS]

This series will cover issues and topics related to Islamophobia and its
many manifestations, as well as to the status, future, and issues of concern
related to Muslim minorities around the world.

Policy Analysis, Assessments and Studies [PAAS]

This series will present policy analyses, assessments, studies, and
recommendations on issues of concern to governments, policymakers,
experts, NGOs, other stakeholders, and the public at large.
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