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This edited book includes academic papers from The First Islamic 
Economics Workshop, entitled Basic Concepts and Thoughts, which 
was held on March 2-3, 2013, in Istanbul. The book is composed of 
eleven academic articles that were written by a group of academics 
and thinkers from around the world. 

The main aim of the book is to "reflect the concept of Islamic eco
nomics in our lives, in a deserving and meaningful way." Whether 
this aim can be attained will be evaluated at the end of this review. As 
is clear from the included a11icles that are reviewed below, the target 
audience of this book includes individuals who are familiar with Is
lamic economics. In particular, this book presents researchers with an 
alternative guide and framework for methodological, jurisprudential, 
and conceptual aspects of Islamic economics. 

In terms of methodological guidance presented in the book, the 
work of Masudul Alam Choudhu1y is of remarkable value and inter
est. In his work, he describes a new and noteworthy term called 'hu
man potential, ' as opposed to 'human capital,' which he uses within 
the framework of a proposed alternative view of Islamic Economics. 
Basing his new view on this concept of human potential, Choudhury 
constructs a model of evolutionary learning that contains components 
that are ultimately connected to the concept of well-being. 
Choudhuiy's critical viewpoint of neo-classical economics is not an 
aim in and of itself, but does allow him to develop a comprehensive 
alternative approach in line with Islam, thereby making his work 
unique and valuable. Among the more outstanding concepts used in 
his alternative viewpoint are tawl;Jid (the episteme of unity of 
knowledge), shura (a consultative democratic concept), and evolu
tiona1y learning. However, it is not always easy to grasp the meaning 
of these concepts or their association with each other. Thus, we sug
gest a preliminary reading of Choudhury in which he explains these 
concepts in detail. 
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regarding the methodology, conceptualization, and jurisprudential 
aspects of Islamic economics. 
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